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received more than $330 million in EPA 
grants. 

The scientists who receive vast sums 
of money from the very agencies they 
are advising certainly constitute a con-
flict of interest and, at a minimum, 
give an appearance of a lack of impar-
tiality. As such, I welcome the news 
that Administrator Pruitt will be seek-
ing to limit this worrisome practice. 

I have laid out only a few of the 
many great things the EPA is doing 
right now and what Administrator Pru-
itt is doing. I got to know him a long 
time ago. In fact, I flew him around the 
State in my airplane back when he ran 
for the first statewide office. He is a 
guy who is a tiger and who is doing the 
right thing. I am very proud of what 
they are doing. 

After this morning, the EPA is now 
advancing five EPA nominees for the 
EPA general counsel and for the Offices 
of Enforcement and Compliance Assur-
ance, Air and Radiation, Water, and 
Chemical Safety and Pollution Preven-
tion. Each of these nominees is needed 
for the issues I have talked about and 
for the many others that are on the 
Agency’s plate. 

Scott Pruitt has been working on so 
much of the President’s conservative 
agenda alone, and he needs help to run 
these policies. I call on my colleagues 
and the leadership to prioritize these 
nominations. You cannot get this stuff 
done unless you have help. We have 
never seen a time when we have gotten 
this far into an administration and 
have had this large of a number of peo-
ple who have not been confirmed. 

Mr. President, I do want to mention 
one other thing because, for some rea-
son, the Democrats have decided they 
are going to run out the whole 30 hours 
on the confirmation of a guy named 
Scott Palk. I have to say, Scott Palk 
has been doing a great job. In fact, on 
the vote that just took place on him, 
he received 79 votes in the U.S. Senate. 
Yet, just to be obstructionists, they are 
still demanding 30 hours. 

Scott Palk is an experienced pros-
ecutor with a decade of service. He was 
the assistant district attorney for 
Cleveland County in my State of Okla-
homa and spent 9 years as an assistant 
U.S. attorney in the criminal division 
of the Western District of Oklahoma. 
He has a reputation for honesty, integ-
rity, and a commitment to fairly ap-
plying the law. Mr. Palk will serve 
Oklahoma with distinction as a prin-
cipled jurist who will uphold the Con-
stitution. 

He is going to be confirmed. We know 
he is going to be confirmed because he 
already received 79 votes. There is no 
reason to delay it, other than to hold 
people here and be obstructionists. I 
would urge my friends on the other 
side of the aisle to go ahead and con-
firm the guy. He is going to do a great 
job. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

TILLIS). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 
remarks that I wish to make, but I will 
yield at this time in order for the Re-
publican leader to be recognized after 
which I will seek recognition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
thank my friend from Illinois. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
was unavailable for rollcall vote No. 
250, on the motion to invoke cloture on 
Scott L. Palk, of Oklahoma, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Oklahoma. Had I 
been present, I would have voted nay.∑ 
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CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW ACT 
RESOLUTION 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, 
today I wish to discuss the vote in the 
Senate last night to overturn the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau’s 
rule regarding forced arbitration that 
would protect consumers and make 
sure they get their day in court when 
financial institutions violate the law. 
The floor schedule did not allow me to 
give these remarks before the vote, so 
I am giving them today. This rule 
would have restored the ability of serv-
icemembers, veterans, and other con-
sumers to join together and seek relief 
through class action lawsuits. I op-
posed this rule repeal. 

In 2010, the Dodd-Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act 
included a provision instructing the 
CFPB to study mandatory arbitration 
and write a rule based on what they 
found. After several years of careful 
study, the CFPB released a 728-page re-
port in 2015. This year, the CFPB final-
ized its arbitration rule mandating 
that consumer financial product con-
tracts no longer include language bar-
ring class actions. 

This rule was an important step for-
ward in protecting consumers from the 
fine print arbitration clauses included 
in all sorts of contracts, including con-

tracts for credit cards, debit cards, pre-
paid bank cards, payday loans, and 
even cell phones. The 2015 CFPB report 
found that 93 percent of consumers 
whose credit cards included forced ar-
bitration clauses did not know that 
they could not sue their credit card 
companies. 

The CFPB rule enhanced protections 
for consumers in the military. That is 
why the American Legion, the Nation’s 
largest wartime veterans service orga-
nization, which represents 2 million 
veterans, and the Military Coalition, 
which represents 5.5 million current 
and former servicemembers and their 
families, supported the protections 
provided under this rule. 

I have cosponsored the Military Con-
sumer Protection Act led by Senator 
REED, which would put the enforce-
ment of the Servicemember Civil Relief 
Act under the CFPB so that the agency 
responsible for protecting servicemem-
bers and their families is also able to 
enforce those protections. 

Our servicemembers and veterans 
face challenges that are different from 
civilian consumers, especially during 
deployment. We need to make sure 
that they have all the protections they 
earn through their service. That is why 
I voted against H.J. Res. 111, the reso-
lution of disapproval with respect to 
the CFPB arbitration rule, and I will 
continue to fight for our servicemem-
bers, veterans, and consumers to get 
the protections they deserve. 
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TRIBUTE TO RICHARD LINCOLN 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, 
throughout our Nation’s history, young 
Americans have left the comfort and 
security of home in order to preserve 
our freedom and to extend the bless-
ings of freedom to others. We set aside 
Veterans Day to express our gratitude. 

One such veteran is Mr. Richard Lin-
coln of Wayne, ME. Although the story 
of his service in Italy during World War 
II is extraordinary, the virtues of cour-
age, sacrifice, and devotion to duty it 
demonstrates describe the character of 
American patriots in all places and at 
all times. 

Now 91 years of age, Mr. Lincoln en-
tered the U.S. Army in 1943 when he 
was just 17. He served with the leg-
endary 88th Infantry Division, the first 
all-draftee division to serve in combat 
during the war. The 88th, known as the 
Fighting Blue Devils, proved that with 
rigorous training, able leadership, and 
unflagging determination, peace-loving 
Americans could stand up to a battle- 
hardened, militaristic enemy. 

The 88th played a key role at the 
Battle of Anzio, the long, costly, and 
critically important amphibious land-
ing on the Italian coast in January of 
1944 that eventually led to the libera-
tion of Rome. Mr. Lincoln served as a 
first scout, an extremely dangerous as-
signment in a forward position under 
constant fire, to locate enemy artillery 
positions. When the Allies liberated 
Rome on June 4, 1944, the all-draftee 
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